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00:00 
CD: Robert, what's your most vivid memory of that day? 


00:08 
RR: Well between the burial party, and that young fellow dying in right front of 
me, it was the two bad parts. 


CD: Could you describe the state of some of these bodies in the burial party? 


00:22 

RR: Well, most of them were bloated. And uh some of them were burnt, some of 
them had their limbs missing. It was pretty gruesome, it was pretty gruesome. 
For a kid who's never saw a dead body before, it was pretty bad. It's surprising 
how fast you can adapt, the human mind can adapt to something like that, 
because after a couple of - well, about three hours later they brought the lunch 
truck down. We had no problem at all eating lunch. You see what I mean? When 
you first got there, the odor and everything almost make you throw up, you 
know. But just working under those conditions for about three hours your mind 
kind of gives you a defense against it, you know what I mean. Later on that 
afternoon not quite as bad as it was when you first started. 


01:26 
CD: What was your emotions that day when all this was happening? 


RR: Well first of all everything happened so fast you had no emotions, all you 
were trying to do was save your life. So uh, I didn’t really get scared until that 
night when we thought the Japanese were coming back, that’s when I started 
getting scared. But up until that time everything was happening so fast I mean 
going over the ship, being machine gunned and all this different things are 
happening so fast (02:00). It was later on that night when we thought they were 
coming back that I started getting scared. Yeah. 


02:05 
CD: What were some of the rumors that were flying around? 


RR: Uhhh, that the paratroopers were landing up in the hills, that the Japanese 
poisoned all the water so don’t drink any of the water so everybody drink sodas 
or something like that. Just all kinds of rumors, all kinds you know, fortunately 

they all became false but they were rumors. Yeah. So, that was kinda scary too, 


you know figure the paratroopers landing at such and such a place and stuff like 
that you know. And you didn’t know, you didn’t know if they were going to come 
back or not. Now one thing I’m going to tell you about, you may not want to put 
this on print, when I got off the ship and they took me down to this building and 
this lady said ‘go in the restroom there and take your wet clothes off and put this 
blanket (03:00) around you’. Well I had to have a bowel movement, ok? So I’m 
sitting there like this (gestures) the Detroit and Rolly are firing their guns, 
windows are being broken out, just chaos. And I thought to myself, ‘I wonder if 
this is what they mean when they say you get the crap scared out of you’? 
(laughs) This is my thought, you wanna know somebody’s though? This was my 
thought. (laughs) So whether you want to make that part of your story that’s up 
to you, but that’s a true story. 


03:40 
CD: Did you lose any friends that day, any buddies? 


RR: I lost several, yes, but at that time you didn’t know who was lost, who was 
alive and who was dead, you know. And it was probably next couple of days later 
we found out who was killed and who was not killed, but not right away, (04:00) 
no. 


04:01 
CD: Have you been back to ... Have you been back to the Arizona Memorial? 


RR: Two times, yeah, once in 81 and once in 91. 


04:12 
CD: When you stand on that memorial over that battleship at rest, what thoughts 
go through your mind? 


RR: Oh, about the 1,100 plus men that were killed in one explosion, a lot of them 
were brothers, lot of them, in fact they had one set of twins, several sets of 
brothers on there. But just realizing that 1,100 people, 1,100 men were just 
‘boom’ killed just like that, in one big explosion. It’s a tremendous thing to even 
think about. Yeah. 


04:48 
CD: Did you get a good view of Battleship Row on December 7"? 


RR: Oh very good view. Over on 10-10 dock on the main land there, yeah you can 
stand on 10-10 dock and (05:00), and Battleship Row was maybe uh, a block 
away. Oh I could see all these ships and all of them burning and the Arizona 
burning and just black smoke boiling out of there. And one thing that didn’t, 
that’s kinda funny, well its not funny but I was standing looking this over and a 
young sailor came up, about my age, and we were both looking at these all these 
battleships were sunk and burning and everything else and I says ‘what do you 
think about that?’ He says ‘I didn’t even know they were mad at us.’ That was his 


reaction, ‘I didn’t know they were mad at us’, so like I said there’s always a little 
humor no matter how bad things get you know, there’s always a little humor 
somewhere. But then you have to realize, these fellas went on other ships, ok? 
The Guadalcanal Campaign (06:00), Solomon Islands Campaign, most of the 
ships weren’t damaged at Pearl Harbor fought in the Solomon Islands Campaign 
and we lost, we lost several heavy cruisers, that were there, that were sunk 
during the Solomon Islands Campaign. The Helena, which was a light cruiser, 
she was sunk, in the battle of Cula Gulf with us at night. See the Japanese would 
send ships down from the north to bombard, we had already landed on 
Guadalcanal because there was an airfield on there. Well they wanted the airfield 
and we wanted the airfield, we didn’t want them to get it, we didn’t need it we 
didn’t want them to get it ‘cause if they had captured that airfield and actually 
put planes on it all of our supply lines were going within, down to Australia, 
within a hundred miles of that airfield, ‘cause they could have bombed our 
supply lines day and night if they had captured, that’s why Guadalcanal (07:00) 
was such a vicious fight because they figured, they wanted it, they needed it, but 
we didn’t want them to have it. So, they’d send their ships down at night to 
bombard our troops and we’d send our ships up from the south to sink their 
ships. So they figured that between Guadalcanal and Tolagi was about 12 or 13 
miles, there’s at least ten Japanese ships sunk there and ten of ours were sunk 
there right in that area right there. 


07:33 
CD: What’s the lesson for Pearl Harbor for us today? 


RR: Well like they say ‘Remember Pearl Harbor and keep America alert’. You 
gotta, you got to keep your guards up or you never know, its more dangerous 
today then it ever was on December the 7", 41. We only had one enemy to worry 
about, now who is our enemy? They’re all around us, (08:00) you know. You just 
have to keep alert, you just have to keep your army up, you have to keep uh, on 
the alert and uh, ‘cause you never know, I mean look what happened over there 
in Georgia, Russia invaded you never know what’s going to happen. Plus the fact 
we're living, do you realize this is the first time in human history between Russia 
and us and England several other countries who have atomic bombs, we actually 
have enough power to destroy the human race, for the first time in human 
history, humans have that ability. And that’s scary, that’s really scary, see what I 
mean? So all we can hope for, while we might have wars and rumors of wars, but 
lets keep it (09:00) down, not an atomic war because if we ever get in an atomic 
war you can say adios, see what I mean? So uh, it’s a scary situation. 


09:15 

CD: There are about a million and a half people a year who go over to the 
Arizona Memorial, being someone who’s lived through that day and experienced 
that day and the aftermath of that day what message would you want to leave 
those, what message would you want those people to take away after being at 
that ship? 


09:36 


RR: The sacrifice that was made, the uh, the real bad part... 
CD: I have to ask you to stop. (background noise) 


09:53 
CD: What would you want to tell those people who visit the Memorial Robert? 


RR: Well first of all to respect the sacrifices that were (10:00) made and to 
understand that most wars start when you have a chance to defend yourself, now 
these people on the Arizona had no way of defending themselves, they were 
killed before they even knew why or how they were killed and that’s a bad part 
about Pearl Harbor. You go into the service you figure if there is going to be a 
war, your going to be involved, but your going to have some kind of warning so 
you can prepare for it. We had no warning at Pearl Harbor and that was a bad 
part about it, and that was a sacrifice many, many have made without even a 
chance to fight back, without a chance to defend themselves. 


10:45 

CD: Robert is there anything I have missed about your experience at Pearl 
Harbor that you think is important, that I have overlooked, that I haven’t asked 
about? 


RR: Well, one thing you have to keep in mind (11:00) I look at Pearl Harbor, at 
the attack at Pearl Harbor as a 15 Round main event, Pearl Harbor was just 
round 1, we had 14 more rounds to go, of fighting before we got to Japan. So, 
Pearl Harbor itself was a disaster, but fortunately we were able to produce 
enough arms and ships and stuff and were able to defeat Japan. But at that time 
we didn’t know how it was going to turn out. There are two battles that 
determined or could have determined the outpart, outcome of that war in the 
Pacific; one was the battle of Guadalcanal, if they had gotten that airfield things 
could have changed dramatically, ‘cause at that time we only had the carrier 
Enterprise I believe, the Hornet was sunk at Midway (12:00). So between the 
Solomon Islands and the battle at Midway that was the two tuning point of the 
war. Now, had they defeated our carriers at Midway, and landed their troops, 
they had thousands of troops that were gonna make a landing and actually 
capture Midway, they could have bombed Pearl Harbor 24 hours a day with their 
long range bombers if they had captured Midway. See what I mean? So there 
were two big turning points of the war and then the Japanese, I just recently ona 
documentary that the Japanese said that Guadalcanal was the turning point of 
the war, there was a ‘Y’ in the road, either we were going to win or they were 
going to win, but that was a turning point right there, if they could have got 
Guadalcanal (13:00) then they could have destroyed our supplies going to 
Australia, it would have been a big difference, if they had got Midway it could 
have been a big difference. Instead of repairing all these ships in, in Pearl 
Harbor we would have had to send every ship we had back to the States. We got 
60 feet of our bow blown off fighting other ships, we figured well we’re going 
back to the States, we pulled into Pearl Harbor and they said your going into dry 
docks tomorrow we got 60 feet of your new bow waiting to be put on your ship, I 


mean that’s amazing, its 1942, see what I mean? So that shipyard there in Pearl 
Harbor made a big difference in the Pacific war, big difference. 


13:54 
CD: Robert, thank you so much for your time today. 


RR: My pleasure. 

CD: We appreciate it. 

RR: I’m just glad I could be here and maybe tell some people a little about what 
happened and tell them ‘Remember Pearl Harbor and keep America alert’. That’s 
all I can say. 


CD: Thank you. We are going to do something called room tone. 


14:18 
(room tone) 


18:21 
Interview with Eugene Leonard 


18:22 
EL I took a test, in my company, I took a test and I come out number one 
mechanics, they was startin’ expansion then. 


18:31 
CD When did you get to Pearl Harbor? 


EL Uh, January of 41. Our group, I was transfer to a group of aviation and uh, 
sent to Pearl Harbor. I intend to be a pilot. 


18:51 
CD What was your job in that group with aviation? 


EL Mechanic. 
CD Hold on one sec. 


19:27 


CD Why did you join the military Eugene? 

EL I wanted to become a pilot and they gave me long sang, song and dance 
about what you could do, but you undersign the Marine Core. And it ended up 
that I didn’t get there quick. 


19:46 
CD Where you from Eugene? 


EL Uh, Kansas, the very center of Kansas. 


19:53 
CD What year did you enlist? 


EL Uh, 1939 (20:00) November 16" 1939. 


20:03 
CD And how old were you? 


EL 21 


20:06 
CD What was your name, rank and serial number at the time of Pearl Harbor? 


EL Iwasa Buck Sergeant, that is third grade and uh, 277487 was my serial 
number. I was the second rank of uh, for sergeant in uh, VMJ II which turned at 
21. 


20:41 
CD What’s your name and how do you spell it? 


EL Eugene, e-u-g-e-n-e, Lowell, l-o-w-e-l-l, l-e-o-n-a-r-d. 


20:57 
CD What did you think of Hawaii when you first got there? 


EL Oh, it was alright, I wasn’t extra impressed. 


21:10 
CD Did you know that the Japs had it in for us? 


EL Did I what? 
CD Did you know that the Japanese had it in for the US? 
EL No, notat the time. I uh, uh, wasn’t really comfortable with what we had 


done with Japan. As a kid I jumped a lot of old tractors to make money to ship to 
Japan and all that, I knew what they was doin’ there. But uh, I hadn’t uh, I didn’t 


know to much about Japan. 


21:52 
CD Hold on Eugene. Your doing good. (background noise) 


22:24 
CD Where were you stationed in Hawaii? 


EL Eva Field, right close to the town of Eva and uh, that was a sugar cane 
factory town, old wood buildings with uh, wood sidewalk. 


22:48 
CD Where were, where is that on the island? 


EL Uh, at the present time it was the East end of what was Barbarous Point 
Naval Air Station (23:00) is. 


23:03 
CD Very good. Do you remember what you were doing on the day of December 
6"? 


EL What I was doing on December 6"? 

CD The last day of peace, do you remember? 

23:17 

EL I hada car so I probably went to town and uh, ‘cause it was after pay day 


and uh I dated girls, I was lucky I could find girls. 


23:32 
CD Bet your car had something to do with it. 


EL I hada 32’ V8 Ford. 


23:43 
CD Very good, your awesome Leonard. Your really awesome Eugene (laughs). 


23:54 
CD What was your job at the base? 


EL I was the mechanic on the J2F (24:00) uh, that’s a grummin’ amphibious 
plane. And it’s a bi-plane that has a boat like tank on the bottom, the wheels fold 
up into the boat like section and they make an awful lot of noise on takeoff. They 
carried them on a lot of ships too. 


24:25 
CD What would you do in a days work at your airbase? 


EL To gain work? 
CD What was your day of work like on the airbase? Walk me through your day. 


EL Oh, I’ve done all kinds of different work on the airplane but uh, and uh, I 
was pretty new in the aviation and it was kinda hard for me to keep work on the 
airplanes that they had many other details, KP, they tried to make a baker out of 
me and uh, I had other (25:00) duties to do and later they found out that I was 
really mechanically annepted so I got to work on a little bit more of the aircraft 
work which I wanted to do, but I wanted to learn to fly, that is to go to Pensacola 
and become a pilot. 


25:22 
CD What was the role of the marines out there, or in that time period what did 
the marines do for the navy? 


EL Well we was uh, practiced uh, all kinds of uh aircraft protection, and uh we 
trained in dive bombing, marines quite good in dive bombing and we had utility 
squadron that I was in, fighter squadron. Fighter squadron split up and (26:00) 
half of it went to Wake Island, made a lot of history, the dive-bombing squadron 
uh, had uh, in that group Mag 21 who was very much damaged, Battle of Midway 
and uh. We had a scout bomber squadron and uh, actually four different 
squadrons in that group. 


26:34 
CD How many men were in your group? 


EL I think they’s only actually uh, about a thousand that is uh, officers and 
enlisted men I think they was about 600 enlisted men at the time. 


26:54 
CD Could you please hold on? (background noise) 


27:22 
CD Could you describe to me what you saw and what you did on December 7" 
1941? 


EL Yes. I was assigned with the new guard, it was the first time I stood guard 
duty I can remember there and we was standing colors at 8:00 in the mornin’, of 
course we go out to stand colors five or eight minutes before we stand colors. 
And, we was seeing the airplanes (28:00) flyin’ at a distance, at 10 miles 
distance coming in to Pearl Harbor and we say ‘hey what’s going on there?’ And 
uh, black smoke begin to raise at Pearl Harbor and uh, we wonder ‘what is that? 
That can’t be maneuvers.’ And everyone was talkin’ about it and the colors, we 
stands the colors, standing attention too. Things were looking serious and as 
soon as colors were over they dismissed us and I was assigned to guard the 
ammunition shed across the runways from us. Now this is almost a half a mile 
from us, at least a third of a mile distance from where the guardhouse was. I got 


in the back end of what we call a ‘carry-all’ type of pickup (29:00), flatbed and 
its uh, not very big, I and another fella, there was two ammunition sheds, and uh, 
we uh, crossed the runway to uh the ammunition shed to remove uh, to relieve 
the guards out there, you see you have to change the guards. At the center of the 
runway an airplane come on at us and started firin’ at us. Well I jumped out of 
that pickup, for some reason I and the other guy jumped out of it and uh, started, 
I tried to make my way back to the morning mast, now the morning mast is 
where there is a tower and uh (30:00) my work station was right there. Of 
course we crossed that area in the pickup and I specked my way back to there 
and uh, uh as I was trying to get back airplanes come at me and when that 
propeller was right in the center with the tail I figured it was getting ready to 
shoot I’d run to the side as fast as I could and uh the shells would bounce off the 
concrete or the asphalt and such on the runway, but they didn’t hit me. And uh, 
of course I seen where 20mm uh, fired at the, the, explode that little bit they say, 
hit. But I got back to the morning station, went around the building and (31:00) 
there was a man with a son in his arms, just come out from the state and I don’t 
know where his wife had stayed or anything like that but uh we had just gotten 
to our barracks and movin’ out of tents, anyway I says to the guy ‘the Japs are 
after us you better get out of here’ and them buildings rattle from being shot at 
so much I’m half way scared to death. And uh, I knew inside one of them 
buildings was big machinery and big concrete holes where there was machinery, 
I jumped up the window and down the congrade, urrr the hole, at that same 
time... 


31:53 
End! 


